
HELLO! Thanks so much for supporting this fantastic project.  

We hope you enjoy these toy-theater puppets and that they help you have a wonderful holiday 
season. Here’s some info on how to have fun with them!  

WHAT IS THIS?  

These are four puppets from an in-progress web series called “Scheherazade’s Suitcase,” 
which retells stories from 1,001 Arabian Nights. These particular characters are from a story 
called “Jullanar of the Sea,” which is about a Persian witch-princess from the ocean who 
marries a king, then later joins forces with her sorceress mother to save her son’s life. Hooray!  

HOW DO I PUT THESE TOGETHER?  

At many steps along the way (materials, joints, etc), you can choose how complicated you want 
to get. The King’s Cousin is the simplest puppet, with just one working joint. Queen Jullanar is 
the most advanced (mostly because her wrists and elbows are very tiny). Also, please feel free 
to resize these to as big or as tiny as your heart desires. Bigger is easier, smaller is cuter.  

Materials: 
You can go a few routes here: You can print on regular printer paper, then glue the paper to 
something a little stiffer (I like manila folders), or you can print directly onto card stock (definitely 
easier).  

Once you have printed your puppets, it’s time to cut them out. This is the most time-consuming 
part, so be patient! A sharp exacto blade will yield the best results (use a cutting surface and 
please be careful), but if you don’t want to outline every curve and notch, that’s fine too. You DO 
want to be very precise when you cut out anything around the joints, so don’t skimp there. 
Otherwise, it will be hard to place things correctly.  

Assembly: 
Overlap the joints on top of each other. For example, put the King’s Cousin’s head over his body 
so that it looks like the reference image. Find a good pivot point so that he can nod his head 
naturally, making sure you’re centering that pivot point on the neck stub. And then... stab away!  

For this part, you want to make a small, complete puncture hole, all the way through both layers. 
Use an unfolded paperclip, a sharp pencil... anything small, sharp, and stabby. Again, use a 
cutting surface beneath (definitely don’t hold this in your hands while you’re doing the stabbing 
part).  

When it comes to the actual hinge, again, it’s up to you! You can use tiny brads like these. You 
can use thread (and the needle is your hole-punch), as in this tutorial. If you want to get very 
fancy, you can use a fine-gauge wire and needle-nosed pliers. 

Finishing touches: 
Once you’re done with that joint, you may have a visible brad head, coiled wire, or other bit of 
weirdness on your puppet now. If you’re into the industrial look, I think it works. If you’d rather it 
look a little bit more finished, just reprint that part of the puppet, cut it out, and glue it on top of 
the first one. Voila! Just make sure not to glue onto the actual joint itself, or you’ll impede the 
motion.  

https://smile.amazon.com/Doodlebug-Mini-Multipacks-Package-Metallic/dp/B0013L5S5C/ref=sr_1_12?keywords=tiny+brads&qid=1574036777&sr=8-12
https://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-Make-a-Paper-Cutout-Puppet-for-Animation/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gEOPDH3-LbjBAexQAfaH5iKj47OicQr8/view


SO THESE ARE DOUBLE-SIDED...?  

They can be! Again, this is a Choose Your Level of Complexity activity. Single-sided is easiest, 
but you can double-side if you like. Queen Jullanar doesn’t do two-sided very well, but feel free 
to play around!  

Think of each layer like a sandwich. Again, returning to King’s Cousin, glue his two bodies 
together first, then sandwich his head(s) on either side, gluing them together everywhere but the 
joint part. If you’re making the Vazir, you’ll glue together his moving arms and heads, keep 
those on the inside, and then his body will go on the outside. For the camel, I like putting the 
middle part of his neck on the inside, and sandwiching his heads/main bodies on the outside.  

Use logic/your best judgment/turn to someone and ask “hey which looks better?” It’s all part of 
the puppet-making process.  

WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?  

Shoot a message to lacykatherine (at) gmail.com with “Advent calendar” in the subject heading, 
and don’t be shy with the pictures. During the run of the Advent Calendar (that is, up until 
Christmas Day), I’ll get back to you within 24 hours.  

 


